Weekly Australian Climate, Water and Agricultural Update
5 May 2011
The Weekly report now contains information previously published in the Australian Climate and
Agricultural Monthly Update. By combining the Weekly and Monthly updates subscribers have
improved access to up to date climate, water and commodity information in a single report.
The full report is available from www.abares.gov.au

Summary of key issues


Wetter conditions are favoured across large parts of eastern Australia for the period
May to July 2011, while drier conditions are favoured for parts of the far south-east of
the continent (Bureau of Meteorology Seasonal Rainfall Outlook, May to July 2011).



Recent dry conditions in south-west Western Australia have improved the quality of
this year’s wine grape harvest and reduced disease risks.



Water storage levels in the Murray–Darling Basin (MDB) decreased slightly this week
to remain at approximately 83 per cent of total capacity.



Banana prices declined further in the week ending 30 April 2011, but remain well
above pre- cyclone Yasi levels.



Total Australian beef and veal exports rose year on year by 6 per cent to around
280 000 tonnes in the first four months of 2011. Although exports to Japan and the
United States (US) declined year on year (7.5 per cent and 16 per cent respectively),
higher exports were achieved for markets in the Republic of Korea (a year on year rise
of 43 per cent) and the Russian Federation (182 per cent).



In the month of April 2011, Australian beef and veal exports to Japan fell year on year
by 11.5 per cent to 26 383 tonnes, compared with a year on year decline of 1.3 per
cent in total Australian beef and veal exports, to 73 784 tonnes.



Japanese beef imports totalled 43 041 tonnes in March 2011, a year on year increase
of 0.6 per cent, despite disruptions of the earthquakes and tsunami.



Wet conditions have delayed spring grain plantings in the US and Canada. In the US,
as of 1 May, just 13 per cent and 10 per cent of the intended areas of corn and wheat
had been planted, compared with 66 per cent and 57 per cent this time last season.



Rainfall from the 2011 Indian monsoon is forecast to be close to the long-term
average (India Meteorological Department). The monsoon is crucial for rice, cotton
and sugar cane production in India.

For more information or to subscribe, email ClimateUpdate@daff.gov.au

1. Climate
1.1

Notable events



For the week ending 4 May 2011, rainfall was mostly recorded across southern Australia. The highest
measured total for the week was 194 millimetres at Byron Bay in north-east New South Wales.



Control measures for mice are underway in New South Wales, where numbers have continued to rise
in recent weeks due to the continuing mild weather.



Recent dry conditions in south-west Western Australia have improved the quality of this year’s wine
grape harvest and reduced disease risks.



The amount of canola sown in western Victoria is expected to increase markedly this year due to
excellent upper and lower layer soil moisture and higher world prices.



Rainfall deficiencies remain across a large part of south-west Western Australia for the 16-month period
1 January 2010 to 30 April 2011 (Bureau of Meteorology Drought Statement, 4 May 2011).



Wetter conditions are favoured over large parts of eastern Australia for the period May to July 2011,
while drier conditions are favoured over parts of south-east Australia. Across the rest of the country, the
chances of exceeding or not exceeding the median rainfall are about the same (Bureau of Meteorology
Seasonal Rainfall Outlook, May to July 2011).



Warmer daytime temperatures are favoured across large parts of southern Australia for the period May
to July 2011, while warmer nighttime temperatures are favoured across most of south-east Australia.
Cooler daytime temperatures are favoured in parts of eastern and north-west Australia (Bureau of
Meteorology Seasonal Temperature Outlook, May to July 2011).

1.2

Rainfall this week

For the week ending 4 May 2011, rainfall was mostly received in southern Australia. For further information,
go to www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/weeklyrain.shtml.

Rainfall for the week ending 4 May 2011
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1.3

April 2011 rainfall
Rainfall percentiles for April 2011

1.4

Rainfall deficiencies
Rainfall deficiencies for the 16-month period from 1 January 2010 to 30 April 2011
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1.5

Temperature anomalies this week

Spatial temperature analyses are based on historical weekly temperature data provided by the Bureau of
Meteorology. These temperature anomaly maps show the departure of the maximum and minimum from the
long-term average. Temperature anomalies are calculated using high resolution gridded datasets from 1911
onwards. For further information on temperature anomalies, go to www.bom.gov.au/jsp/awap/.

Maximum temperature anomalies for the week ending 3 May 2011

Minimum temperature anomalies for the week ending 3 May 2011
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1.6

Relative soil moisture

The maps show the relative levels of modelled upper (0 to ~0.2 metres) soil moisture and lower (~0.2 to ~1.5
metres) soil moisture at the end of April 2011. These maps show soil moisture estimates relative to the longterm average with respect to the reference period 1961 to 1990.

Upper layer soil moisture

The bulk of plant roots occur in the top 0.3 metres of the soil profile and soil moisture in the upper layer of
the soil profile (0.2 metres) is the most appropriate indication of the availability of water, particularly for
germinating plants.

Lower layer soil moisture

The lower layer soil moisture is a larger, deeper store that is slower to respond to rainfall and tends to reflect
accumulated events over seasonal and longer time scales.
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1.7

Rainfall outlook

The rainfall forecast below is produced from computer models. As it contains no input from weather
forecasters, it is important to also check local forecasts and warnings by the Bureau of Meteorology.

Total forecast rainfall for the period 5–12 May 2011

1.8

Seasonal outlook
Chance of exceeding the median rainfall – May to July 2011
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Chance of exceeding the median maximum temperature – May to July 2011

Chance of exceeding the median minimum temperature – May to July 2011
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2. Water
2.1

Water availability and trading



Water storage levels in the Murray–Darling Basin (MDB) decreased this week by 6 gigalitres (GL) to
remain at approximately 83 per cent of total capacity. This is 54 percentage points or 12 216 GL more
than this time last year.



There was no trade in the three representative major temporary water markets over the past week.



Trade in water allocations from NSW to Victoria and from the Goulburn, Campaspe and Loddon
systems to the Victorian River Murray system has been suspended until 1 July 2011.

2.2

Water storages

Changes in regional water storage for April 2011 and the previous 12 months are summarised in the table
and graphs below (current at 5 May 2011).

Region
Murray‐Darling Basin (MDB)
Snowy Scheme
Murray‐Darling Basin Authority
(MDBA)
Queensland MDB
Central Queensland
South‐east Queensland
New South Wales MDB
Coastal New South Wales
Victoria MDB

Total
capacity
(GL)
22557
5744

Current
volume
(GL)
18653
2301

Current
volume
(%)
83
40

Monthly
change
(GL)
‐30
+27

Monthly
change
(%)
0
+1

Annual
change
(GL)
+12216
+759

9352

7401

77

+18

0

+4315

186
3154
3517
13884
1074
8488

181
3137
3496
12110
876
6362

98
99
99
87
82
75

+1
0
0
‐26
‐9
‐4

+1
0
0
0
‐1
0

+55
+93
+656
+8253
+129
+3901

Water storages in Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria

The blue line indicates the extent of the Murray–Darling Basin and the shaded areas denote the coverage of
the individual reporting regions.
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Water storages in the Murray–Darling Basin (NSW, Victoria and Queensland)

Information on irrigation water available in the Murray–Darling Basin from 1 January 2001 to 5 May 2011 is
shown above. The green line indicates the storage level at the same time last year. The orange line indicates
the amount of ‘dead’ or unusable storage.

Water storages in the Murray–Darling Basin by state (NSW, Victoria and Queensland)
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Water allocations
The water allocations and changes over the past month for all licence holders in New South Wales, Victoria
and South Australia water systems are summarised in the following table.

NSW Murray Valley
High security
General security
NSW Murrumbidgee Valley
High security
General security
NSW Lower Darling
High security
General security
NSW Macquarie Valley
High security
General security
NSW Hunter Valley
High security
General security
NSW Lachlan Valley
High security
General security
NSW Border Rivers
High security
General security
NSW Peel Valley
High security
General security
Victoria Murray Valley
High reliability
Victoria Goulburn
High reliability
Victoria Campaspe
High reliability
Victoria Loddon
High reliability
Victoria Bullarook
High reliability
Victoria Broken
High reliability
South Australia Murray Valley
High security

Closing allocations
2009–10 (%)

Increases from
1 April 2011 (%)

Allocations at
1 May 2011 (%)

97
27

0
0

100
100

95
27

0
0

100
100

100
100

0
0

100
100

100
0

0
0

100
100

100
100

0
0

100
100

10
0

0
9

100
117

100
4.4

0
0

100
100

100
100

0
0

100
100

100

0

100

71

0

100

0

0

100

3

0

100

19

0

100

17

0

100

62

0

67
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3. Commodities
3.1. Production and commodities


Banana prices declined further in the week ending 30 April 2011, reflecting weaker consumer demand
in light of recent sharp price rises. However, banana prices remain well above pre- cyclone Yasi levels.
Other fruit price movements generally reflected seasonal patterns, with prices of end-of-season melons
and berries increasing modestly, but prices of new season pome and citrus fruit declining.



Potato prices rose in the week ending 30 April 2011, after an extended period of decline, reflecting
recent wet conditions in some key potato producing regions. Prices of other vegetables also firmed in
the week, with the main exceptions of beans and pumpkins.



Total Australian beef and veal exports rose year on year by 6 per cent to around 280 000 tonnes in the
first four months of 2011 (Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry). Although exports to Japan
and the United States declined year on year (7.5 per cent and 16 per cent respectively), higher exports
were achieved for markets in the Republic of Korea (a year on year rise of 43 per cent) and the Russian
Federation (182 per cent).



According to Japan’s Ministry of Finance (preliminary data), Japanese beef imports totalled 43 041
tonnes in March 2011, a year on year increase of 0.6 per cent, despite disruptions of the earthquakes
and tsunami. Beef imports from Australia fell year on year by 5 per cent to 31 061 tonnes in the month,
while imports from the United States increased year on year by 40 per cent to 7788 tonnes.



In the month of April 2011, Australian beef and veal exports to Japan fell year on year by 11.5 per cent
to 26 383 tonnes, compared with a year on year decline of 1.3 per cent in total Australian beef and veal
exports, to 73 784 tonnes. Reflecting partly the adverse impact of a higher Australian dollar, exports to
the United States fell year on year by 20 per cent to 13 247 tonnes in the month, more than offset year
on year rises of 69 per cent to the Russian Federation, to 6950 tonnes, and 1.9 per cent to the Republic
of Korea, to 10 953 tonnes.



The Australian dollar appreciated to a post-float (1983) high of US110c on 2 May 2011, before easing to
around US107c in the morning of 5 May 2011.



Excessively wet conditions have resulted in the spring planting of corn and wheat being delayed in the
United States. As of 1 May, just 13 per cent and 10 per cent of the intended areas had been planted,
compared with 66 per cent and 57 per cent this time last season. In Canada, the start of spring
plantings has also been delayed in the major grain producing province of Saskatchewan, following
cooler than usual conditions throughout April that have slowed the spring thaw and resulted in
excessively wet soils.



The world wheat indicator price (US hard red winter, 11.5 per cent protein, free on board, Gulf ports),
averaged US$354 a tonne in the week ending 3 May 2011, compared with US$371 a tonne in the
previous week. The world coarse grains indicator price (US corn, fob Gulf ports) averaged US$312 a
tonne in the week ending 4 May 2011, compared with US$320 a tonne in the previous week as planting
conditions in the US Corn Belt improved.



Rainfall from the 2011 Indian monsoon is forecast to be close to the long-term average (India
Meteorological Department). The monsoon is crucial for India’s Kharif crops — mainly rice, cotton,
soybeans, sugar cane, maize, millet and groundnuts — and the normal date of its onset is early June.
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3.2.

Recent movements in fruit and vegetable prices

Weekly wholesale prices for selected fruit, Melbourne market
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Weekly wholesale prices for selected vegetables, Melbourne market
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3.3. Crop indicator prices

3.4.

Livestock indicator prices*

*Due to the Easter break, livestock indicator prices were not available this week.
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4. Data attribution
Climate
Bureau of Meteorology


Weekly rainfall totals: www.bom.gov.au/jsp/awap/rain/index.jsp



Monthly and last 3-months rainfall percentiles http://www.bom.gov.au/jsp/awap/



Temperature anomalies http://www.bom.gov.au/jsp/awap/



Rainfall forecast: www.bom.gov.au/jsp/watl/rainfall/pme.jsp



Seasonal outlook: www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead



Drought statement: www.bom.gov.au/climate/drought/drought.shtml



ENSO Wrap-Up: www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/



Soil moisture (BoM, CSIRO and the former Bureau of Rural Sciences): www.eoc.csiro.au/awap/

Water
Murray–Darling Basin


Murray–Darling Basin Authority: www.mdba.gov.au/water/waterinstorage

New South Wales


New South Wales Water Information: http://waterinfo.nsw.gov.au/



New South Wales Office of Water, Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water:
www.water.nsw.gov.au/Home/default.aspx



Available water determinations register:
www.wix.nsw.gov.au/wma/DeterminationSearch.jsp?selectedRegister=Determination



Snowy Hydro: www.snowyhydro.com.au/lakeLevels.asp?pageID=47&parentID=61&grandParentID=4

Queensland


Sunwater: www.sunwater.com.au



seqwater: http://seqwater.com.au

South Australia


SA Water: www.sawater.com.au/SAWater/Environment/TheRiverMurray/River+Murray+Levels.htm



South Australian Department of Water: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au/

Victoria


Goulburn-Murray Water: www.g-mwater.com.au

Water trading


Waterexchange: www.waterexchange.com.au

Commodities
Fruit and vegetables


Datafresh: www.datafresh.com.au

Mutton, lambs, wheat, barley and grain sorghum


The Land: hardcopy or online at http://theland.farmonline.com.au/markets.aspx

Cattle, mutton, lambs and pigs


Meat and Livestock Australia: www.mla.com.au/Prices-and-markets

Canola


Weekly Times: hardcopy
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